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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS 
( Posts & Telegraphy Board ) 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 20th September 1968 
G .8 . R . 1493. - In exercise of the powers conferred by section 7 of the Indian 
Telegraph Act, 1885 ( 13 of 1885 ) , the Central Government hereby makes the 
todowing rules further to amend the Indian Telegraph Rules , 1901, namely : 

1. ( 1 ) These rules may be called the Indian Telegraph (Fourth Amendment) 
Rules , 1966 . 


(2 ) They shall come into force on the 1st Oct. 1966 . 

2 . In the Indian Talegraph Rules , 1951 (horolnafter referred to as the said 
rulos ) , rule 160 and clausos ( 1 ) to ( 12 ) thereof shall be renumbered as sub -rulo 
( 1 ) of that rulo and clause . (a ) to (1) of sub - rulo ( 1 ) respectively and after sub 
rulo ( 1 ) as so renumbered, the following sub -rule shall be inserted , namely : 
" (2 ) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub- rulo ( 1), a refund of full charge 

lese Afty paiso shall be payable , without any application or complaint, 
on ouch tologram , whether express or ordinary , booked and moant 
for delivery within India , 1t the game is delayed due to interruption 
or congostion of telegraph circuit or other similar cause and reaches 
the office or destination after the expiry of more than twenty - four 
hours . in the case of an express telegram and forty - eight hours in 
the case of an ordinary tolegram , of the time of booking: 
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Provided that no refund shall be payable under this sub- rule , in case 

(1) the telegram was not sent by post for part or whole 01 its route ; or 
( ) the office of origin had informed the se .der , at the time of booking 

the tę . egram , that the telegram is likely to be delayed ." . 
3. For rule 162 of the said rules, the following rule shall be substituted, 
namely : 

" 162. ( 1 ) Complaints respecting inland telegrams and claims for refund of 
charges paid thereon shall be made either to the Officer -in -Charge of the telegraph 
office where the te -ezram was booked or to the Officer - in - Caarge of the telegraph 
office of delivery within forty - five days of the date of booking of the telegrani. 

(2 ) Every such claim or complaint shall be accompanied by documentary 
evidence of the nature specified below , namely : 
( a ) in case of non -delivery or of delay , the receipt (Rule 67 ) granted for 

telegram and a wollen scate .nent iro . n the addres. ee , 
( b ) in case o a . toration 0 : Oinission , ihe copy of the telegram delivered 

to the addresse : 
( c ) in case of an unused reply telegram fo - m (Rule 98 ) , the reply telegram 

form dulive. ed to toe add . esse - 
( d ) in case of pud service advices ( Rule 154 ) , the receipt for the repetition 

message and the cor . ection m -morandum gian .ed in co ..nection there 

witn by the telegraph omce of delivery , 
( e ) in case of delay due to posting ( sub - rule ( 2 ) of rula 1601, the receipt 

(Hule 67) and the retund certificate (MR -54 ) 198ued by the telegrapn 

office of delivery : 
( 1) in all other cases , the receipt (Rule 67) granted for the telegram . 


( 3 ) No complaint or claim for refund shall be entertained unless the same is 
received by the concerned Officer - in -Charge within forty - five days from the date 
of booking of the telegram in respect of which the complaint or claim is made." . 


4 . For rule 164 of the said rules, the following rule shall be substituted 
namely : - - 

" 184 . Period of preservation . The originals of inland telegrams and all docu 
ments relating to them , shall be retained and preserved as follows : 

( a ) A message drafts of inland telegrams, other than those referred to in 
clauses ( c ) , ( d ) and ( e ), shall be retained in the concerned telegraph omice of 
origin for a period of two months and shall thereafter be sent to the Telegraph 
Check Omce where , with the exception of A message drafts referred to in 
clause ( b ) , they may be destroyed , If no longer required for any specific purpose . 

(b ) A message drafts of ( 1) Frontier telegraph offices relating to Indo -Pakistan , 
Indo -Ceylon and Indo-Nepal messages and (11) telegraph money order advices 
shall, after receipt in the Telegraph Check Ofice , be preserved for a period of 
six months reckoned from the beginning of the month following that in which 
the teiegrams were booked and may then be destroyed , if no longer required for 
any specific purpose , 

( c ) A message drafts of the following classes of telegrams shall be retained 
in the concerned telegraph office for a period specified below against each class 
of telegram and shall then be sent to the Telegraph Check Once where they shall 
be preserved for a period of two months from the date of booking, and may there 
after be destroyed , if no longer required for any specific purpose : - 


Classes of tulograms 


Perlod of Ictention in telegreph Offices 


(1) Bearing press messages 
(1 ) Mobllisation messages 


One week 
Til the third of the month following 
the month of booking , 
One month . 


( lit ) In terchanged Railway messages 
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booked by the Masteary and how 


( d ) A message drafts booked by the Meteorological Department during the 
period from 8tn to 14th in the months of January and Juuy shat pe sent to the 
Teległapn Check Office in the first week of the monun 10 . 1owing that in which 
the telegrams were boo .ced in a separate bundle superscr .bud " In und Weatuer 
Messages and stateinent of - 

Telegraph Vffice 1or ne inonu 01 - 
In case no telegrams are booked during the aloresaid period OI January or July , 
the A message drafts of telegrams booked during the period from 15th to 21st 
of Januay or July , as the case may be, or fai.l - g taa . tuo , ali the telegrams 
booked during these months, shall be sent to the Telegraph Check Lffice u ine 
month following that in which the telegrams were booked . 

( e ) A message drafts booked by the Meteorological Department on other days 
shall not be sent to thc Telegraph Check Office but sha ) bę preserved in the 
concerned telegraph office for a period of two months from the date of booking 
and may thereafter be destroyed , if not required for any specife purpose . 

( ) B and C message drafts , other than those of Indo -Pakistan , Indo- Ceylon 
and indo - Nepal telegrams received by frontier telegraph offices and telegraph 
money order advices , shall be retained in the concelled telegraph othces for a 
period of two months 61 many thietter be dostloyed it out requ . red for any 
specific purpose 

( g ) B and C message drafts of frontier telegraph offices relating to Indo 
Pakistan , Indo - Ceylon and Indo -Nepal telegrams shall be retained in the con 
cerned telegraph offices for a period of two months and ghall thereafter be sent to 
the Telegraph Check Once Calcutta , where they shall be preserved for a period 
of six months reckoned from the beginning of the month following that in which 
the telegrams were booked and may then be destroyed , if not required for any 
specific purpose . 

( h ) B and C message drafts of telegraph money order advices shall be pre 
served in the concerned telegraph offices for a period of six months reckoned from 
the beginning of the month following that in which they were bouked and may 
then be destroyed , if not required for any specific purpose . 
Explanation . In this yule and in rule 380. 
(i) A message draft means the original telegram booked by the sender at 

the telegraph office of origin ; 
( ii ) B message draft means the telegram received at a telegraph office from 

another telegraph office for the purpose of retransmission , and 
( iii) C message draft means the telegram received at the telegraph office 

of delivery." , 
5 . For rule 165 of the said rules , the following rule shall be substituted , 
namely : 

165 . Inspection of Telegrams.-- Originals or copies of telegrams may be shown 
to the sender or addressee or authorised representative of either of them on 
proof, it jequired , of the identity of such person , provided the request for 
Inspection is made within the prescribed period of preservation . A charge of Afty 
paise shall be made for such inspection ." . 

6 . For rule 166 of the said rules, the following rule shall be cubstituted , 
namely : 

" 166. Copies.--- The sender or addressee of an inland telegram or authorised 
representative of cither of them may , on application niade to the ( elegiaph office 
concerned within forty - five days from the date of booking of the telegram , be 
furnished with certificd copies or photographs 

( a ) of the telegram originally booked for transmission , or 

(b ) of the copy delivered , if a duplicate of it hag been retained." . 
7. For rule 169 of the said rules, the following rule shall be substituted 
namely : 

" 169 . Extended preservation . - - ( 1) On the ground of pending or contemplated 
judicial proceedings, application nay, within the period prescrited for the pre 
servation of telegrams, he made by an interested party to the OMcer - in - Charge of 
the telegraph office where the telegram in question was booked or from which 
dulivered as the case may be, fui further preservation of ) y specified inland 
telegram . 

( 2 ) On receipt of an application under sub - rule ( 1 ) , such telegram shall not 
be forwarded to the Telegraph Check Office or destroyed , as the case may be, as 
required under rule 184 , but shall be preserved in the telegraph oflce concerned 
for a further period of three months. 
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( 3 ) At the expiration of the extended period the telegram shall, in default of 
unowner appucduun , be disposed of me per normal rules 

( 4 ) The duty of the Telegraph Department shall be confined to making the 
search and putserving he teiegan , 11 tound , and no information as to the result 
or the searun sau pe furnished , nor shall any telegram preserved under this rule 
be produced except on the order of a court or low or other competent authority ." . 

8 . In rule 170 of the said rules, for the words Check Office or the telegraph 
office as the case may , the words " telegraph once concerned ," shall be substituced , 

9 . For rule 375 of the said rules, the following rule shall be substituted , 
namely : 

" 375 . Complaints respecting telegrams and claims for refund of charges 
Involving complaints against me Service may be maue to ine frucı - in - Chaise of 
tne teicardun unice where the telegram was booked or the Omcer - in - Charge of 
che teleg apa Olice of delivery and claims for refund which do not involve com 
plains a & auist ine Service may be made to the uncer - in -Charge of the Telegraph 
Check Onice : 

Provided that claims for refund on account of ( 1 ) paid service advice (Rule 
385 ) , ( 2 ) overcharges on telegrams ( Rule 233 ) , or ( 3 ) telegrams cancelled before 
transmission has begun (Ruie 448 ) , it made within forty - five days of the date of 
booking or the tweg . ain , be presented at the telegraph ofhce at which such advice 
or telegram was booked ,” . 

10. For rule 330 of the said rules, the following rule shall be substituted , 
namely : 

" 380 . Period of preservation. The originals of foreign telegrams and all docu 
teous pervang to them sball be related and preserved as follows: 

( a ) A message drafts of foreign telegrams and B and C message drafts of 
such telegrams (-ncluding radio telegrams) received by frontier telegraph offices 
and Judine Luasiat Sian10115 shall be retained ior a period of two monins in the 
telegrapn ofices concerned and shall thereafter be sent to the Telegraph Check 
Owce, wnere they shall be preserved for a period of six months reckoned from 
the beginning on ne 11onih 101owing that in which the telegram was booked and 
may then we uestroyculi no longer required for any speciic purpose . 

( b ) B and C message drafts of telegraph money order advices , other than 
those receiyca by irontici telegraph onices and Indian Coastal Stations, shall be 
retained in the course telegrayn oices for a period or six months reckoned 
from the beginning of the month following that in which the telegrams were 
booked and 11y en be destroyed , li no longer requirea lor any specific purpose . 

( c ) All other B and C message drafts shall be retained in the concerned 
telegraph Oluces lor a period of two months and six monchs respectively , reckoned 
from the beginning of the month foliowing that in which the telegrams were 
booked ana Inay taereutler be destroyed i no longer required for any specific 
purpose." 

11. In rule 382 of the said rules , for the words " one month " , the words " forty 
five days" snuld be substilu . ed. 

12 . For rule 387 of the said rules, the following rule shall be substituted, 
pamely : 

" 387. Applications for inspection of foreign telegrams or for copies of such 
telegrams way be adolessed to the lelegraph office concerned or to the Oncer - in 
Charge of the Telezi np Creck Office as the case may be, within the period of 
preservation specined in rule 300 . Applications for photograpas inay be addressed 
* uie uthce u C1141ge ut wie Ice Apl Check Unco." . 

(No. 35 - 30 / 65 / T -2 ) 

S . R . BANERJEE , 
Controler of Telegraph Traffic 
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